Demonstration and quantification oomycosis.
Using a radioimmunoassay technique, we have determined the total IgE concentration and specific IgE antibody level against Paracoccidioides brasiliensis in the sera of patients with mycologically confirmed active paracoccidioidcosis. Patients with aspergilloma, or individuals with antibodies against Cadida albicans, and sera of apparently healthy individuals from the endemic area were also examined. The level of total IgE was significantly elevated in 9 out of 10 cases of paracoccidioidomycosis. The mean level of specific IgE against P. brasiliensis was significantly higher in the serum of the patients in comparison with control individuals. The percentage of specific IgE relative to the total varied from 0.38 to 2.28%. The differences between IgE levels in pare other mycoses were statistically significant. Our results suggest a possible involvement of specific IgE antibodies against P. brasiliensis in the immune response of patients with paracoccidioidomycosis. The hyperimmunoglobulinemia E may be related to the T-cell defect that characterizes the severe forms of the disease.